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Relationship to GEO 2009-2011 Work Plan

VSocietal Benefit Area ï2.5: Water

VTask WA-06-02: Droughts, Floods and Water Resource 

Management

VSub-task WA-06-02-d: Prototype Regional Drought Early 

Warning Test Beds

ÁTask Definition: ñExplore expanding the concept of the North American 

Drought Monitor and drought portal through prototype drought early 

warning test bed activities in specific international river basins, such 

as on the US-Canada border, basins in Central America and the 

Caribbean, the Mediterranean, and other drought-sensitive regions.ò

üNADM & NIDIS Drought Portal

üThe US-CN GEO Bi-lateral 5 testbeds and 2 drought studies

üThe 9 EC/NOAA proposed cooperative projects

üGlobal Drought Assessment Workshop (GDAW) International Clearinghouse

üGlobal Drought Early Warning System (GDEWS)
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NIDIS Objectives

o Coordinating national drought monitoring 
and forecasting systems 

o Providing an interactive drought 
information clearinghouse and delivery 
system for products and servicesðincluding 
an internet portal and standardized products 
(databases, forecasts, Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS), maps, etc)

o Designing mechanisms for improving and 
incorporating information to support 
coordinated preparedness and planning

Begin with a series of pilot projects to create local drought 
early warning systems 

Creating a drought early warning information system



From Pilots to a National DEWS
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National DEWS Transferability


