Brief Summary of Third WISE Conference Call, January 9, 2006
The agenda was as follows:

Introductions
Present Status 
Focal Point Updates

definitions

data base

WEBS follow-on

trends

Extremes and CEOP
Other Updates
CEOP workshop
Summary of Actions
Roundtable
Next meeting


Participants:

(HB) Hugo Berbery

1-301-405-5351    
berbery@atmos.umd.edu
(BB) Ben Burford 

81-35-561-8409
benb@restec.or.jp
 
(OC) Ole Christensen 

45-39-15-74-26
obc@dmi.dk
(RS) Ron Stewart 

1-514-398-1380
ronald.stewart@mcgill.ca
(KS) Kit Szeto 

1-416-739-4889
kit.szeto@ec.gc.ca

Several other investigators could not attend due to scheduling conflicts including the GEWEX SSG meeting in Africa.
RS phoned participants directly and the conference call lasted 30 minutes.

The following is a brief summary of the meeting.

1. RS summarized our progress in connection with the second conference call.  The rest of the meeting systematically went through each of our focal points. Our focal points are:

Definitions
Extremes 
Data Base
WEBS Follow-On for Extremes
Trends in Extremes
Extremes within CEOP

2. The rest of these Minutes will identify some of the comments and actions associated with each of these focal points.

3. Definitions:  Several of the participants (OC, RL, SW) have provided information on definitions to BB.  Ben will be collating this material for later discussion. 


Action:  Participants have sent material to BB is collating it and will provide a summary soon.
4. Data base:  Several data bases have been provided (by RL, OC) and these should soon be added to our web site. RS is now working on a revised web site for the group and will send up its new address shortly.
Additional information on extremes can also be found in the special BAMS issue on “Understanding changes in weather and climate extremes and their impacts" (March 2000 issue, vol. 81, No. 3).



Action: SW and RS will collate this information and post appropriate summaries on our web site.
5. WEBS Follow-On: KS had submitted a brief summary of this first case study, drought over the Canadian Prairies (this paragraph is repeated below). The 1999-2003 period overlaps considerably with CEOP as well.  Confirmed participants in this effort include KS, RS, BB and HB. 

No additional suggestions for other cases were proposed beyond the Amazon mentioned previously. 
 
Action: KK (kit.szeto@ec.gc.ca) will continue to update plans for this ‘case study’ (see KK’s paragraph below) and others should contact him if they want to participate. 
6. Trends:  Several sources of trend information were sent to BB by OC, RL and HI (Hans-Joerg Isemer).  BB is currently collating this material. 
The group also felt that the examination of future trends is also very relevant to WISE and we will probably consider this as well. 
Action: BB is collating material and will be sending out summaries later on.
7. Extremes and CEOP: BB is continuing to develop his mathematical model of extremes and he intends to apply this to the occurrence of extremes during the CEOP period and this will also lead to examining the characteristics of these extremes, their inter-connections, as well as their impacts.  
Action: BB and RS will continue to update the group on this effort.
8. We discussed plans for the upcoming CEOP workshop. We felt that 50 min was sufficient for our presentations.  Although we will probably update this, a working arrangement of talks would be:

Ron Stewart: Overview (5 min)
Ben Burford: Extremes including those during CEOP (20 min)

Ron Stewart on behalf of Kit Szeto: Detailed features of drought during CEOP (20 min)

Ron Stewart: Summary, plans and issues (5 min)
Hugo Berbery may also give a talk on South America events.  If so, we will trim some of the above presentations and still fit within 50 min.

Such a set would naturally lead to a break-out session at the CEOP workshop and/or a special group meeting at the workshop.

9. Next conference will be on February 13, 2006 at the same “Time”. More detailed information will be sent out beforehand.

10. The draft agenda of the February 13 conference call is:
1. Introductions
2. Present Status 
3. Focal Point Updates

definitions

data base

WEBS follow-on

trends

Extremes and CEOP
4. Detailed plans for the WISE component of the CEOP meeting
5. Roundtable



Updated write-up from KS (kit.szeto@ec.gc.ca) in relation to WEBS Follow-on (Item #5 above):
The first WISE case study will be a WEBS type diagnostic study of a severe drought event that occurred over the Canadian Prairies from 1999-2004/05. The objectives of the study are to (a) evaluate the surface and atmospheric water and energy budgets for the region during the 1997-2002 period; (b) assess the validity and variability of the budgets that are derived from different source datasets and (c) examine the deviations of the budgets from climatological values for this extreme hydrometeorological event. In addition to these scientific objectives, this pilot study will also attempt to establish mechanisms (e.g., in data transfer and task sharing) to facilitate future WISE collaborative studies. The water and energy budgets will be evaluated by using mainly global and regional (re-)analysis and model datasets (right now we have data from NCEP-R2, ERA40, CMC and the CRCM and NARR will be added) with validation data obtained from both in situ and remotely-sensed measurements.  Apart from the evaluation of standard WEBS variables and parameters, diagnostics that are useful either in the characterization of drought events or in the understanding of their dynamics, such as precipitation recycling or moisture source tracing diagnostics, will also be conducted. WISE members are encouraged to participate in the case study through the contribution of measured, assimilated, modeled or remotely-sensed data for, and in carrying out, the diagnostic calculations.    
