Brief Summary of Fourth WISE Conference Call, June 29, 2006
WISE Web site:   http://www.meteo.mcgill.ca/wise/
The agenda was as follows:

Introductions 
Present Status 
Focal Point Updates

definitions

data base

WEBS follow-on

trends

Extremes and CEOP
Other Updates
 
Summary of Actions
Roundtable
Next meeting


Participants:

(BB) Ben Burford 


 
(OC) Ole Christensen 



(RS) Ron Stewart 

(KS) Kit Szeto 
(KT) Kiyotoshi Takahashi


Several other investigators could not attend due to scheduling conflicts and holidays.
RS phoned participants directly and the conference call lasted 30 minutes.

The following is a brief summary of the meeting.

1. RS noted Extremes are a critical aspect of the GEWEX roadmap and that will be reflected in the revised version of this document which we should all soon see. 

Sam Benedict had emailed earlier and passed along his support for WISE.  He pointed out that there will probably be an increasing focus on extremes as GEWEX activities develop closer connections with other WCRP activities in the future.  ‘Extremes’ is in a good position to actually lead some of these cross-WCRP efforts that will next interact with GEOSS.

2.  The next part of the meeting systematically went through each of our focal points. Our focal points are:

Definitions
Extremes 
Data Base
WEBS Follow-On for Extremes
Trends in Extremes
Extremes within CEOP

3. Definitions:  No new activities were carried out in relation to definitions. Our latest information is on the web site but we are lacking information on the definition of drought


Action:  RS will look into adding more drought-related information on the web site.
4. Data base:  No new datasets have recently been to the web site.  KT informed us of his work with heavy precipitation.


Action: SW and RS will continue to collate this information and post appropriate summaries on our web site.
5. WEBS Follow-On:  KS gave an update on the first WISE case study on the recent drought over the Canadian Prairies:
Information on this case is covered on our web site.  

Action: KK will contact Phil Arkin in connection with additional GPCP information on this case. 
6. Trends: There were no updates to our Trends activities. 
Action: Send any updates to BB or RS for  collating.
7. Extremes and CEOP: BB gave an update on his extremes activities during CEOP. He is currently concentrating on one location (Huaihe River basin in China) and examining connections between extremes in this region and elsewhere. 
Action: BB and RS will continue to update the group on this effort.

8. We are working on our next meeting targets.  
First, RS/KS will be giving a 30 min talk on WISE at the pan-GEWEX meeting in October.  There is little opportunity at this meeting for a break-out session but a dinner/discussion will be organized.  Given the importance of Extremes in the GEWEX roadmap, this pan-GEWEX meeting should be an excellent opportunity for moving ahead and bringing on others 

Second, RS submitted a proposal for a drought Session at the autumn AGU 2006 Conference that would cover our case study 1 plus some of our extremes work.  This Session has now been approved.
Third, OC will contact the organizers of the spring 2006 EGU Session on Extremes to consider a joint Session with us at the spring 2007 Conference. This submission deadline is September 2006.

Fourth, RS will contact Toshio Koike about upcoming events in Asia at which a WISE session could be considered.

Fifth, RS is organizing the Water and Energy Cycle Symposium at IUGG 2007.  A WISE section will certainly be included in this Symposium.


9. Next conference will be on August 29, 2006 at 0900 Eastern Daylight Time (2 months ahead). More detailed information will be sent out beforehand.

10. The draft agenda of the August 29 conference call is:
1. Introductions
2. Present Status (including GEWEX roadmap)
 3. Focal Point Updates

definitions

data base

WEBS follow-on

trends

Extremes and CEOP
4. WISE at the pan-GEWEX meeting and at AGU, EGU, IUGG and Asian Conferences.
5. Roundtable
6. Next meeting


