Brief Summary of Third WISE Conference Call, May 25, 2006
WISE Web site:   http://www.meteo.mcgill.ca/wise/
The agenda was as follows:

Introductions 
Present Status 
Focal Point Updates

definitions

data base

WEBS follow-on

trends

Extremes and CEOP
Other Updates
 
Summary of Actions
Roundtable
Next meeting


Participants:

 (BB) Ben Burford 


 
(OC) Ole Christensen 



(RS) Ron Stewart 

(KS) Kit Szeto 


Several other investigators could not attend due to scheduling conflicts including the AGU spring meeting and a holiday in parts of Europe.
RS phoned participants directly and the conference call lasted 35 minutes.

The following is a brief summary of the meeting.

1. RS noted that WCRP appears to be focusing more attention on Extremes.  We will continue to keep international GEWEX informed of our activities.  BB noted that more focus is now being placed on societal benefits and extremes are clearly related to this.
2.  The next part of the meeting systematically went through each of our focal points. Our focal points are:

Definitions
Extremes 
Data Base
WEBS Follow-On for Extremes
Trends in Extremes
Extremes within CEOP

3. Definitions:  No new activities were carried out in relation to definitions. Our latest information is on the web site. 


Action:  Participants can send updates to BB.
4. Data base:  SW (Steve Williams) had provided some new datasets and these have been added to the web site. 


Action: SW and RS will continue to collate this information and post appropriate summaries on our web site.
5. WEBS Follow-On:  KS gave an update on the first WISE case study on the recent drought over the Canadian Prairies:

(i) A 20-y (1979-1998) climatology of WEBS parameters and variables for the Canadian Prairies have been developed with the ERA-40 dataset.   5-y (1997-2002) climatologies of the same parameters were also developed from a variety of global (NCEP-R2, ISCCP, CMAP, GPCP, NVAP etc.) and regional (CMC, CRCM, BERMS CEOP reference sites and various local observations) datasets. A write-up on the intercomparison of these WEBS results and their implications to drought studies in the region was submitted to the CEOP special issue. 

(ii) The ongoing next step is to examine how well aspects of the drought are represented in the various datasets used in (1). Preliminary results will be presented at the pan-GEWEX meeting.

(iii) The step after (2) will be to extend the exercise by incorporating datasets from other participants into the study. Details on how to proceed with this will be discussed at the pan-GEWEX meeting.


Action: KK will continue to update plans for this ‘case study’ and others should contact him if they want to participate. 
6. Trends: There were no updates to our Trends activities. 
Action: Send any updates to BB or RS for  collating.
7. Extremes and CEOP: BB gave an update on his extremes activities during CEOP. He is examining connections between extremes during this period. 
Action: BB and RS will continue to update the group on this effort.

8. We are working on our next meeting targets.  First, we expect to have an opportunity to meet at the pan-GEWEX meeting coming up in October. Second, RS is working on an outline of a potential session at the autumn 2006 AGU meeting.

RS will also keep the group informed of our input to GEWEX and WCRP in regards to extremes and will be seeking the group’s input.

9. Next conference will be on June 29, 2006 at 0900 Eastern Daylight Time. More detailed information will be sent out beforehand.

10. The draft agenda of the June 29 conference call is:
1. Introductions
2. Present Status 
3. Focal Point Updates

definitions

data base

WEBS follow-on

trends

Extremes and CEOP
4. WISE component of the pan-GEWEX meeting and update on AGU 2006.
5. Roundtable



